
Tensions and 
Tangles. 
Unpicking the 
role of the 
CNS. 
FINDING THE NEW WAY 
FORWARD: UNLOCKING YOUR 
POTENTIAL.   

CNSSNZ CONFERENCE 2023.   

ANNE DANIELS NZNO 
PRESIDENT.  

 



Outline  

HISTORY  

TENSIONS 

TANGLES 



A brief history of the CNS role in NZ 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 

1970 

CNS role first 

introduced 

1984 

NZNA - Nursing 

Education in NZ. 

A review and 

statement policy 

1987 

A call for a 

CNS practice 

framework 

2020 

NZNO position 

statement on 

Advanced 

Nursing Practice 

2006 

MECA 

established 

consistent use of 

1976 

NZNA policy – New 

Directions in Post-

Basic Nursing 

Education  

1998 

Ministerial 

Taskforce 

on Nursing 

2009 

First national 

CNS 

2013 

CNS 

Society 

formed 

2023 

? 



Tensions 
• DRS AND NURSES 

• PROFESSION AND UNION 

• COLONIALISM AND TE TIRITI O 

WAITANGI 

 

 



Tangles 

Title 

Role definition 

Regulation 

Education 

Pathways 

 



Unlocking the potential of the CNS 

Pae ora 

CNSSNZ 
NZNO 

College of 
Nurses 

Health 
strategy 

NCNZ 
Review 
of RN 
role 

 

 

 Innovation and self-determination – 

unlocking your potential to meet health 

need. 

  



Conclusion 

  



References 

 Carryer, J. (2002). Visions for creating the future of nurses and nursing in New Zealand. In E. Papps (Ed.), Nursing in New 
Zealand: Critical issue, different perspectives (p. 150-162). Auckland: Pearson Education. 

 Jacobs, S. (2008). The genesis of Advanced Nursing Practice in New Zealand: Policy, politics and education. Nursing Praxis in 
New Zealand, 24(1), 11-22.  

 Litchfield, M. (1998). The scope of Advanced Nursing Practice. Nursing Praxis in New Zealand. 13(3), 13-24. 

 Ministerial Taskforce on Nursing. (1998). Report of the Ministerial Taskforce on Nursing: Releasing the potential of nursing. 
Wellington, New Zealand: Ministry of Health. 

 Nursing Council of New Zealand. (2016). Guideline: Expanded practice for Registered Nurses. Retrieved from 
www.nursingcouncil.org.nz 

 NZNO. (2020). Position statement: Advanced Nursing Practice, 2020. Retrieved from LinkClick.aspx (nzno.org.nz) 

 Pae Ora Act 

 Paterson, B. (1987). The potential contribution of the Clinical Nurse Specialist in acute care in the New Zealand setting. 
Nursing Praxis in New Zealand. 3(1), 3-9. 

http://www.nursingcouncil.org.nz/
https://www.nzno.org.nz/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=iQHfOskJEyw=&tabid=109&portalid=0&mid=4918


References continued 

 Roberts, J. Floyd, S. & Thompson, S. (2011). The Clinical Nurse Specialist in New Zealand: How is the role defined? Nursing 
Praxis in New Zealand. 27(2). 24-35. 

 South Island Workforce Development hub. (2015). New Zealand Nurse Practitioners Survey. Towards a consistent approach to 
a Nurse Practitioner pathway. Retrieved from NZ NP Survey Final - December 2015.pdf 

 Thompson, W. “The Discursive Positioning of the Advanced Nurse Practitioner in the Irish Healthcare System.” University 
College Dublin. School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems, 2022. 

 Wheeler, K. J., Miller, M., Pulcini, J., Gray, D., Ladd, E., & Rayens, M. K. (2022). Advanced Practice Nursing roles, regulation, 
education and practice: A global study. Annals of Global Health. 88(1): 42, 1-21.  

 Wilkinson, J. (2007). The New Zealand nurse practitioner polemic: A discourse analysis. Retrieved from The New Zealand Nurse 
Practioner Polemic: A Discourse Analysis (massey.ac.nz) 

 Wilkinson, J. (2008). The Ministerial Taskforce on Nursing: A struggle for control. Nursing Praxis in New Zealand. 24(3), 5-16.  

 Wilkinson, J. (2008). Constructing consensus: Developing an Advanced Nursing Practice role. Nursing Praxis in New Zealand, 
24(3), 17-26.  

  

file:///C:/Users/AnneD/Downloads/NZ NP Survey Final - December 2015.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AnneD/Downloads/NZ NP Survey Final - December 2015.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AnneD/Downloads/NZ NP Survey Final - December 2015.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AnneD/Downloads/NZ NP Survey Final - December 2015.pdf
https://mro.massey.ac.nz/server/api/core/bitstreams/edb86da0-322e-49e3-9ea7-96c28226fb12/content
https://mro.massey.ac.nz/server/api/core/bitstreams/edb86da0-322e-49e3-9ea7-96c28226fb12/content
https://mro.massey.ac.nz/server/api/core/bitstreams/edb86da0-322e-49e3-9ea7-96c28226fb12/content
https://mro.massey.ac.nz/server/api/core/bitstreams/edb86da0-322e-49e3-9ea7-96c28226fb12/content

